
   
       As you know we’ve been praying and seeking the Lord for direction regarding 
the next step in our ministry. We thought we knew what that was but then God closed 
doors. Covid shut everything down, we couldn’t even travel to Bohol. So we waited 
and prayed again. We prayed for a flaming arrow; direction that would obviously be 
from the Lord.  And then it came, quite unexpectedly. My Pastor asked me if I would 
consider being the next pastor of our beloved home church.  Wow! What an honor 
but at the same time I had no intention to leave the Philippines. Elizabeth and I had 
built a life in Cebu, we even purchased burial plots. We had every intention of living 
and dying in the Philippines…but I could not deny that this might be from the Lord. I 
needed to take time to see if God was in this. I felt like I couldn’t make that decision 
from the Philippines so we decided to take a furlough. Also, Elizabeth was pregnant 
and strict Covid laws made it difficult to have the baby there. The timing was right in 
many ways so we decided to step through the open door. After getting to the US, our 
purpose was to settle in our home church and wait for the Lord to confirm this was His 
will. Our pastor was so kind to pray with us and patiently wait for the answer. To be 
honest, I did not want to be in the US because of the spiritual dearth here. Then, during 
a missions conference, one of the missionaries preached a powerful message on Jonah. 
An unlikely man going to an unwanted people. I felt like I related a little bit and God 
smote my heart. So instead of buying a plane ticket back to the Philippines I 
surrendered again to God’s calling. I saw the burden for our country. In the few 
churches I visited, four of them needed a pastor. I knew God was showing me the need, 
again confirming His call. So it is with sadness and great anticipation we are 
resigning as missionaries to the Philippines. With all our heart, we want to thank 
every single one of you for your support these last ten years. Fruit has been added to 
your account and will continue to be added in the years to come.  Please pray for us as 
we transition to life in the USA and our new ministry at Faith Bible Baptist Church in 
Eden, New York. Also enclosed is a letter from Pastor Kohl, we ask if you would take 
time to read that too.  
  We want to thank everyone who has expressed their desire to help the churches that 
were hit by Typhoon Odette. After the storm, Pastor Elbern and North Cebu Baptist 
Church, bought metal sheets to repair roofs and wood to rebuild homes. They have 
delivered clean drinking water and food to families who had none. Pastor Rackson has 
done the same in Bohol. If you still want to send relief you can send it anytime 
between now and February. By March our account with Word for the World will be 
closed. I will write one last prayer letter with an update on the relief effort in the 
Philippines next month.  If you have any questions regarding any of this, please call my 
US number: (716) 946-5206. We humbly ask that you would please consider 
supporting us until February as we transition. Thanks again for your faithful support! 

 

Dear Pastor & Church Family

“Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy 
way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” Psalm 37:4-5

Anniversary: 
November 28, 2009

Contact  Information: 
 chris.baran@fbbc.com

www.fbbc.com/chrisbaran 

Sending  Church: 
Faith Bible Baptist Church 

8688 S Main St.
Eden, NY 14057 
www.fbbc.com 
(716)992-2091 
Pastor Art Kohl 

Support Address: 
Word for the World 
Baptist Ministries 

PO Box 849 
Rossville, GA 30741

www.wftwbm.org 
(706)866-8826 

     
       P.O. Box 394

Cebu Central Post Office, 
Cebu City, Philippines 6000

  Field Address :

 Phone  Number : 
(716)240-0824

,

We are His and He is Ours, 

Chris, Elizabeth, Abigail, Micah, Philip & Moriah Baran 
(Psalm 28:7;Psalm 37:4-5) 

November & December 2021

Birthdays: 
Chris~2/14    Elizabeth~9/28

Abigail~6/8/2011 
Micah~1/20/2013
Philip~1/8/2018

Moriah- 10/27/21
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Faith Bible Baptist Church 
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DHDU PDVWRUV DQG CKXUFKHV ZKR VXSSRUW MLVVLRQDU\ CKULV BDUDQ, 
AV \RX KDYH UHDG E\ QRZ, GRRUV DUH FXUUHQWO\ FORVHG IRU BURWKHU CKULV WR 

PLQLVWHU LQ CHEX DQG LW EHFDPH LPSRVVLEOH IRU KLP WR JHW WR WKH FKXUFK SODQW 
LQ BRKRO.  
FRU \HDUV I KDYH SUD\HG IRU P\ UHSODFHPHQW DV WKH PDVWRU RI FBBC, EGHQ. 

PDVWRU CKULV BDUDQ FDPH LQWR P\ PLQG, EXW KH ZDV D PLVVLRQDU\. :LWK WKH 
VHYHUH CRYLG UHVWULFWLRQV LQ WKH PKLOLSSLQHV I DVNHG CKULV WR FRPH EDFN WR WKH 
VWDWHV ZLWK KLV IDPLO\ IRU WKHLU HPRWLRQDO DQG PHQWDO ZHOO EHLQJ. I DOVR DVNHG 
KLP WR SUD\ DERXW WKH IXWXUH. 
7KH\ JRW EDFN LQ JXO\ RI 2021. IW ZDV MXVW LQ WLPH, DV EOL]DEHWK KDG WKHLU 

EDE\ LQ OFWREHU�WKHLU 4WK FKLOG. IQ WKH PHDQ WLPH I EHJDQ WR GHYHORS KHDOWK 
SUREOHPV UHTXLULQJ PHGLFDWLRQ WKDW DIIHFWV P\ HQHUJ\ OHYHOV. EQHUJ\ LV 
LPSRUWDQW DV ZH KDYH VWDUWHG 4 FKXUFKHV DQG LWV KDUG HQRXJK WR NHHS RQH 
FKXUFK KHDOWK\! FRUWXQDWHO\ RYHU WKH ODVW 38 \HDUV GRG KDV JLYHQ XV D ORW RI 
JRRG KHOS. AOWKRXJK P\ VSLULWXDO VWUHQJWK LV JRRG, P\ SK\VLFDO HQHUJ\ LV 
UXQQLQJ RXW RI JDV. 
AIWHU FRQVLGHUDWLRQ, SUD\HU, DQG IDVWLQJ I DVNHG CKULV BDUDQ WR WDNH P\ 

SODFH. HH KDV DJUHHG WR GR VR. :H ERWK EHOLHYH WKDW WKLV LV WKH SHUIHFW ZLOO RI 
GRG. IQ DHFHPEHU CKULV FDPH WR WKLV FRQFOXVLRQ. 
7KH SODQ LV WR LPPHGLDWHO\ QDPH CKULV DV WKH AVVRFLDWH PDVWRU RI FBBC DQG 

LQVWDOO KLP DV WKH PDVWRU RQ JXQH 4, 2023 RU HDUOLHU. I ZLOO KDYH ILQLVKHG 40 
\HDUV DV WKH PDVWRU DQG ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR VHUYH GRG WKURXJK WKLV FKXUFK DV 
PDVWRU EPHULWXV. I DP QRW UHWLULQJ, I DP UHVLJQLQJ.  
7KDQN \RX IRU VXSSRUWLQJ BURWKHU BDUDQ DQG KLV IDPLO\. 7KH 10 \HDUV RQ 

WKH PLVVLRQ ILOHG ZHUH YHU\ IUXLWIXO. I EHOLHYH KH ZLOO VWLOO KDYH D KHDUW IRU 
PLVVLRQV DQG DV RXU FKXUFK FXUUHQWO\ VXSSRUWV 140 PLVVLRQDULHV, KLV 
LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH ZRUOG ZLOO EH JUHDW. HH KDV EHHQ D PHPEHU RI RXU FKXUFK 
IRU 24 \HDUV. 7KH SHRSOH ORYH KLP, DQG I ORYH KLP. I FDQ’W WHOO \RX KRZ JRRG 
I IHHO WR KDQG RYHU WR KLP WKH PLQLVWULHV. AIWHU 40 \HDUV RI LQYHVWLQJ P\ OLIH 
LQ WKHP, WKH\ ZLOO EH LQ JRRG KDQGV. 

 

  <RX KDYH EHHQ D EOHVVLQJ WR WKH LRUG’V ZRUN LQ KHOSLQJ CKULV, 
 
 
 

   PDVWRU AUW KRKO, 716-398-0532 


